
American Government and Economics – Course Statement 

American Government is a one credit, required social studies course at Centreville High School.   

The course is a skills course.  We will study the practical workings of our government and how they affect us.  

The focus will be on developing the skills needed to function positively 

within a democratic society.  Since our government and our economy 

are so closely tied together, both subjects will be covered concurrently, 

instead of separately.   

Grading 

I want to see you succeed at a high level and will work very hard to 

help you.  I also believe that everyone learns differently and at different rates, students benefit by making 

mistakes along the way, but EVERYONE is capable of meeting our 

learning goals at some level of mastery this year.  To that end, we will 

complete units with multiple opportunities to show new learning and 

growth (think: quizzes and tests and projects) with a final unit grade being 

based on an accurate determination of your level of performance, with 

several ways to go back and learn things you don’t get at first.  Those unit 

grades will make up 80% of your final grade for the quarter, with 20% 

being reserved for homework and practice. 

_____________________________________________________________________________   

Service Project or Term paper 

All government students are required to complete a hands-on study of the community and 
demonstrate the behaviors of a productive citizen. Two options for this follow: 

1.  Students may write a term paper.  Within three weeks of today, a topic must be chosen and 
approved for a 15-page multiple-source (including interviews) term paper that details the resources 
of our community.  The draft would be due, typed, by the first marking period to allow time for 
revisions and adding visual aids and sources.  The final paper would then be presented to a panel of 
adults. 
Or  
2.     Students may complete 4 approved supervised service events during the year, one per quarter, 
in at least two of our three levels (local, state and national, and international).    Each service event 
will be documented and reflected upon and will count as a unit grade for that marking period.  
Students MAY complete more than one in a marking period and count them in later marking periods.  
(Example: 2 done in Q2, with one being applied to Q3) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Course Expectations 

Come to class with all materials, ready to learn. 

Treat all materials, classmates and your teacher 

respectfully and nicely. 

Strive for continual growth, get better a little at a time. 
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